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Aaron Spencer Fogleman and Robert Hanserd (eds.), Five Hundred African Voices: A Catalog of
Published Accounts by Africans Enslaved in the Transatlantic Slave Trade, 1586-1936
(Philadelphia: American Philosophical Society, 2022).

Catalog number:

263

Name(s) of African providing account:

Pharaoh Sack N’Jaie = Pharaoh Moses

Date account recorded:

1839

Date account first published:

1840

Date of entry creation or last update:

4 October 2021

Source:
Embodied in a dictated letter signed with Pharaoh’s mark (X) to British Colonial
Secretary Thomas Cole in Freetown, Sierra Leone, dated 7 January 1839, printed in Class D,
Correspondence with Foreign Powers, Not Parties to Conventions Giving Mutual Right of
Search of Vessels Suspected of Slave Trade, 1839-40, fifth of six enclosures, United States, No.
142, Viscount Palmerston to H.S. Fox, 14 August 1839, p. 142-143. London [England]: Printed
by William Clowes and Sons, for Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, 1840.
House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.
Copyright (c) 2005 ProQuest Information and Learning Company.

Comments:

None

Text of Account:
p. 142:
Fourth Enclosure in No. 1-142.
Mr. Cole to Governor Doherty.
Sir,

Secretary s Office, Freetown, February 2, 1839.

I HAVE the honour to bring under your Excellence’s special notice, the accompanying copy of a
letter, dated the 7th ultimo, received from an inhabitant of this town, named Pharaoh Moses,
upon the subject of his son. Sack N‘Jaie, whom he represents as having been discovered in a
state of abject Slavery at Mobile, in America, by a coloured man, named Charles Smith, who had
been at that place about the middle of last year, and returned to Sierra Leone a few weeks back,
in the merchant barque “Lord Wellington.”
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It appears that. Sack N’Jaie left this Colony in a small hired sloop, belonging to one Piere Saye,
(a joliff.) in July, l837, for the purpose of proceeding direct to the Rio Nunez to bring down some
money for a Mr. D’Enrville. to pay for a vessel which he had purchased. At the time of his
leaving, it is stated that there were several severe tornadoes, and Sack N’Jaie never having been
heard of from the time he left Sierra Leone, until the arrival of the said Charles Smith, a few
weeks back, the family concluded that the sloop had capsized hi one of those heavy storms, and
that all hands were lost.
Having carefully taken the depositions of Charles Smith, and all others, whom I thought capable
of giving information comfirmatory of his testimony, I beg to submit the whole case for your
Excellency’s consideration, with a view to such steps being taken for the restoration to liberty of
Sack N‘Jaie, as you may deem proper. The difference in the name of the father. Pharaoh Moses,
and the son. Sack N’Jaie, is fully explained in the evidence given by the brother, Anthony
Moses.
I have, &c.
(Signed) THOMAS COLE,
Colonial Secretary.
His Excellency Governor Doherty,
&c. &c. &c.

Fifth Enclosure in No. 142.
Pharaoh Moses to Mr. Cole.
SIR,

Freetown, Sierra Leone, 1th January, 1839.

I BEG to represent to you, for the information of His Excellency the
Governor, that about the 14th day of July, 1837, my son, Sack N'Jaie, left this port
in a small sloop for the Rio Nunez, with a crew of six men, viz.:—
Thomas Saak, an apprentice to Captain Sack N’Jaie.
John Saak . . ditto . . ditto
Piere in Bah, a ship carpenter.
Hose . . a tailor
Piere . . a cook.
Pharaoh Obienne, a sailor.
That neither he, nor any of the crew, or the vessel, had been heard of since that
p. 143:
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period, until a few days ago, when a man of the name of Charles Smith, who is now on board
Mr. Kidd’s vessel, bound to the West Indies with troops, came to my house and stated that he
sailed from Bathurst, St. Mary’s, River (Gambia, three days after Christmas, 1837, in the
“William and Robert,” belonging to Mr. Hatfield, for New York, where he stopped about two
months, and then went in an American barque, of which he does not know the name. Captain
Parker, first to St. John’s, New Brunswick, where she stopped about three weeks, from thence to
Mobile. A few days after they got to Mobile he was asked by one of his shipmates named
Frederick, to accompany him to a public-house, here he was interrogated by three young men if
he was a free man. and if he had his protection; he answered that he was a free man, and
belonged to Sierra Leone, but said he laid no free pass, being under the apprehension that if he
showed his protection which he had from the British Consul, at New York, they would destroy
it: upon his saying he held no free paper. he was giving in charge of the police. After being
detained three days at the police-station, he was taken away without being taken before a
magistrate, about 12 o’clock in the night, and carried to a plantation, where he arrived about 9
o’clock in the morning, and where he was employed in passing cotton along, was kept in chains
at the same place about two months and has still the marks of the chains upon his arms, when he
was liberated by the magistrates, before whom he was brought, through his protection; that he
afterwards got back to New York; from thence to Liverpool; and that he walked from that place
to London, and came out here in the “Lord Wellington,” Captain Tate, a few days ago. Charles
Smith also says that on the day he arrived at the plantation, he met with a man he knew, named
Booray. belonging to the River Gambia, who told him that a man was there belonging to Sierra
Leone, of the name of Sack N’Jaie—which is Jack Jaie’s native name—a tall man. and the same
day he saw Sack N’Jaie in chains a short distance from him. who asked him what ship brought
him there: that the person who had charge over the slaves prevented them speaking, but
occasionally they were able to do so to each other, in the absence of that person; that Sack told
him he had been picked up by a Portuguese brig, laden with salt, from St. Jago; did not give the
particulars of what had followed, hut said that he was landed at Mobile, and the other people
carried to Charlestown: that, after the first day. they were prevented from speaking to each other:
he says also, that after he was liberated, he saw Captain Freebody, who is well known, hut who, I
understand, since died at Cape Coast, at Mobile, who told him he had accidentally met with Sack
N’Jaie when he was out hunting; that he. Captain Freebody, was first seen and known by Sack
N’Jaie, and that he had tried all he could to redeem him, and bring him home; that he had offered
400 dollars, but could not prevail on the people to give him up. This information has caused a
hope in my breast that my son may be restored to me: I therefore most respectfully and earnestly
pray and solicit the interference of Her Majesty’s Government, that such measures may be taken
as will lead to Sack N’Jaie’s being liberated and restored to his afflicted wife, children, and
family.
I have, &c.
(Signed) PHARAOH MOSES. X his mark.

To the Hon. Thomas Cole,
&c. &c. &c.
(A true Copy) THOMAS COLE, Colonial Secretary.

(See scans of originals below.)
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